
Polar Aura Validation
Experiment

Mark Schoeberl
NASA/GSFC
Eric Jensen
NASA/Ames

http://www.espo.nasa.gov/ave-polar



Overview

• Experiment Goals
• Payload
• Logistics
• Flight Plans



Experiment Goals

• Validation of Aura measurements
– Daylight underflights for OMI
– Day/Night underflights for TES & MLS

• Locations of high gradients in stratospheric trace gases

– Flight planning for HIRDLS is TBD
• Other science goals

– Lower stratospheric constituents/ strat-trop
exchange

– Outflow of the North American continent
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Logistics
• DC-8, 8-10 hour flights from Pease AFB,

Portsmouth, NH
• Mission dates Jan 24-Feb 9
• Total 5-6 flights - 2 transit, 3 test

Inner ring - ~8 hr range
Outer ring - ~10 hr range
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Comments

• Many other flight plans will be
considered

• We do not plan to fly and/or land in
Iceland or Europe


